GFWC Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte

Linda G. White Outstanding Junior Clubwoman Award

The GFWC Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte is pleased and proud to nominate Allison Yezek for the Linda G. White Outstanding Junior Clubwoman Award.  This is awarded to the club member whose club work during the calendar year has been outstanding, not only on the local level in Charlotte Juniors, but also on the district and state levels. 
Allison has been an extremely active member of Charlotte Juniors since 2003, winning the Helen D. Richie Provisional Participation Award that year.  In the 2004 Club year, she served as the Club’s Post Editor, was on the Club’s nominating committee and won the Sandy Hamilton Award for Outstanding Public Affairs Department Member.  In the 2005 Club year, she served as 1st Vice President, again on the Club’s nominating committee and won the Outstanding Junior Service Award.  Oh yes, most importantly, gave birth to her first child – a beautiful little girl.  During the 2006 Club year, she served as Award Committee Chair, 3rd Vice President Co-chair and submitted her application to be the LEADS District III Representative.  During this 2008 Calendar year, she has served as 3rd Vice President and currently as Recording Secretary; a member of the Finance Committee, the Constitutions & Bylaws Committee, and Loyalty Circle.   Additionally during 2008, she was awarded the Junior Magic Clubwoman Award by the Club’s executive board based on nominations from fellow club members.   This award is given annually to a Charlotte Junior who by her efforts provides that ‘magic’ for her club.  It is given to that person who best exemplifies the words of the Collect for Clubwoman.  This Junior went on to compete for the GFWC-NC Kim Pfeil Pearce Junior Magic Award at the 2008 State Convention.  But this 2008 State Convention was far from the first introduction she has had to GFWC outside of the local club. 

In the 2004 Club Year she attended the Information 2000+4 GFWC-NC Summer Workshop in Asheville, NC.    In the 2005 Club year, she attended the GFWC-NC Convention in Winston-Salem, NC.  During the 2006 Club year, she attended the GFWC-NC District III Summer Information Meeting, was selected as the District III LEADS Representative, and attended the GFWC-NC Convention in Raleigh, NC for District III LEADS.  She went on to be selected as the NC LEADS candidate representing the state at the GFWC Convention in Philadelphia, PA.  During the 2007 Club year, she was a member of the District III Board, Chair of the NC President’s Special Project (Blue Ridge Parkway), special speaker and helped with a LEADS Workshop at the District II Summer Meeting, and special speaker at the Southeastern Region convention in Williamsburg, VA. 

If all of that isn’t impressive enough, I believe it has been this past 2008 calendar year when Allison really went from ‘aspiring’ to being an ‘inspiration’.  Allison received a call from the GFWC Headquarters asking if she would participate in the Passion Project AND in a year-long blog called My Volunteer Year.  She was very excited with the opportunity to make even more of a difference.  The Passion Project is a concept started by GFWC states that “knowing what you love, understanding how to make your own impact and sharing your passion with others is what volunteer service is about”.  The My Volunteer Year blog would be open around the world to clubwomen and anyone could read, respond and participate in her volunteerism and her life.  
This past year we were able to read Allison’s blogs and follow along with her on her journey in determining HER passion project of women's mental health issues and, specifically, postpartum mood disorders; we helped out when she asked us to contact our congressmen to support the Melanie Blocker Stokes Act; we ‘aww’ed’ when she had her second baby – a beautiful little boy; we felt a variety of emotions during a bitter-sweet July when she had the honor of meeting Melanie’s mom (Ms. Carol Blocker) while she was at the GFWC Convention in Chicago as a special speaker on “My Volunteer Year” and the Passion Project and then learned that The Mother’s Act did not pass congress; and we applauded her self-motivating actions to write and submit a resolution to the GFWC-NC Resolution Committee on postpartum mood disorders.  We haven’t been the only ones, though, who have been able to see what a tremendous impact the blog has made not just on her work but the work of others.  Even more exciting, GFWC asked her to be a continued blogger during 2009.  Still, with the year not even complete, she was already thinking toward her future within GFWC…she accepted the 2008-2010 District III Junior Director position and is serving on the 2008-2010 GFWC-NC State Junior Nominating Committee.    
The difficulty for me is to communicate to you is the love she has for our local Club, our district and state organizations - the Federation in general.  To say that this woman ‘Eats, Drinks and Sleeps Federation’ would be an understatement.  Her love goes far past her GFWC tote bags, her GFWC keychain, her GFWC tee-shirts, her GFWC note cards, her GFWC bumper sticker, etc. Allison already has her ticket for the GFWC-NC bus ride to DC where she is extremely excited to tour the GFWC Headquarters among other things.    
I feel like a very proud Clubwoman to look at all that she does and has accomplished.  I even get a little star-struck every time I hear our State President, Mrs. Beverly Lassiter recite her quote on our GFWC-NC Membership Video -  “Be excited; Be enthusiastic; Fall in Love with Federation”.   It is with this love for Federation that inspires all to become a more involved Clubwoman and, therefore, a better volunteer.  One of the many things I love about Allison is her way to articulate her thoughts and, in particular, her special quotes like the one that was used on the video.  One of my favorites from her blog this year was "Whoever said a watched pot never boils didn't stand there long enough!"  I believe this really sums up this clubwoman’s attitude toward getting a job done.  She sees everything through and gives her all – no matter how long it takes or whether it will benefit 1 or 1 million people.  
It is extreme honor to award Allison Yezek as this year’s Most Outstanding Junior Clubwoman and the Junior Women’s Club of Charlotte Nominee for District III Junior Club Woman of the Year. 

