2008 GFWC-NC Junior Magic Award Nomination

GFWC Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte

Nominee:  Laurie Thomason

The GFWC-NC Kim Pfeil Pearce Junior Magic Award is presented annually to a Junior Clubwoman who by her efforts provides ‘magic’ for her club and who best exemplifies these words of the Collect for Clubwomen by Mary Stewart.
Keep us, oh God, from pettiness; 
let us be large in thought, in word, in deed.

Let us be done with fault-finding 
And leave off self-seeking. 

May we put away all pretense 
And meet each other face to face, 
Without self-pity and without prejudice. 

May we never be hasty in judgment 
and always generous.

Let us take time for all things; 
make us to grow calm, serene, gentle. 

Teach us to put into action our better impulses, 
straightforward and unafraid. 

Grant that we may realize it is 
The little things that create differences, 
That in the big things of life we are at one. 

And may we strive to touch and to know 
The great, common human heart of us all, 
And, oh Lord God, let us forget not 
To be kind! 

Webster’s dictionary defines magic as ‘an extraordinary power or influence’.  The well deserving woman who has been selected as the GFWC Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte nominee of the 2008 GFWC-NC Junior Magic Award has truly displayed extraordinary power and influence.  Through her magic, she is able to excite other members of the Club and community to accomplish extraordinary things.
I am proud and honored to announce that Laurie Thomason, my sister, is the recipient of the 2008 Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte Magic Award.  Laurie has always had an interest in serving her community.  She has lived a life of a volunteer since she was old enough to be a Brownie Girl Scout (that was pre-Daisy Girl Scout years).  Through projects and volunteering Laurie earned her Girl Scout Silver Award and Gold Award (equivalent to the Boy Scout Eagle Award) and is a lifetime member of the National Girl Scouts.  Our mother has been an active member (and president multiple times) of the GFWC Woman’s Club of Aiken as long as we can remember, so it is not a wonder that Laurie found her way to Charlotte Juniors when she moved to this community.  Laurie was invited by a college friend to attend a Junior membership meeting in mid 1998.  She brought me along to this informational meeting.  Since then, Charlotte Juniors has been blessed to have Laurie as an involved, dedicated, and giving member for ten years and counting.
I don’t think that I am alone to say that when I think of what it means to be a Junior I think of Laurie.  She always has a positive, willing to help attitude and does so with a passion.  She earns respect from everyone she comes in contact with.  Laurie greets new members with such enthusiasm.  She has attended various District III meetings and served as page at the GFWC-NC convention.  Laurie has been awarded the Club Pin and the Outstanding Junior Service Award.  She has consistently served in some capacity in the Club.  Whether she is chairing a project such as Operation Christmas Child, chairing the International Affairs Department, or serving as chair of St. Peter’s Soup Kitchen; Laurie always takes her duties to new heights.  
One special recipient of Laurie’s ‘magic’ is Roger from St. Peter’s Soup Kitchen.  Roger is a “neighbor” who actually worked at the soup kitchen.  Each month the night before our lemonade project, he filled up the lemonade pot with water and put it in the cooler so that it would be cold for us to make lemonade the next morning.  During the year, we received great news.  Roger got a new job at a restaurant and was also able to move into a home with a roommate (with the help of Homeless to Home)!  Unfortunately, Roger’s bike, his transportation to and from work, had just been stolen.
Laurie worked her ‘magic' to lend a hand to Roger.  She coordinated Juniors’ efforts to raise enough money to buy Roger a new bicycle to go to and from work and also a gift card to give to him to help him through his transition.
Laurie has truly made a difference in so many people’s lives through ‘magic’.  It is my great privilege to write this report and announce that Laurie Thomason is the recipient of the 2008 Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte Junior Magic Award!
