GFWC Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte (JWCC)

Effective Involvement of Members Report

The 2008 Club year was marked by the creative theme of “Lights! Camera! Volunteer!” During the year, the Club assembled to create a movie filled with a renewed call to service and volunteerism, the fulfillment of both standing and new projects, a reinvigorated focus on membership, a call to attention for the common Club and District Special Project, the tremendously successful yearly fundraiser, the mission to find a new Club home and, lastly, the desire for an enhanced Club Website.

No film, however, can be accomplished without elements essential to the backdrop, foundation, production and success of the movie. These elements are:

· Script - No movie can come to fruition without words to carry its story. For Juniors, the projects are the avenues through which we carry our messages. We have standing and one-time projects, allowing us to not only continue cementing existing relationships in the Charlotte community and also forge new ones.
· Location - Our primary location focus of volunteerism is the Charlotte community. We strive to spread cheer and encouraging words through our helping hands. We also extend our hands to needy friends beyond Charlotte, to locations in our great state of North Carolina, other States and across international borders. 

· Cast - The most important element in the entire film production, the cast of characters is the volunteers – the Juniors – of the GFWC Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte. They are the heart and soul of the production ensemble, who brought to fruition the scripting of the Club’s 2008 year goals, fulfilled a presence and made an impact throughout the location needs of the Charlotte community and beyond.

MEMBERSHIP

We continued to focus on membership growth retention in order to make an even greater presence in charlotte. Some of our success was due to a continued Club-wide campaign of sending Thank You notes to visitors who attended meetings/projects. Current members sent letters to an individual expressing interest in Juniors, telling them why they enjoyed Juniors so much and what the Club meant to them personally. Letters were also written to people attending a membership social. Consequently, each visitor received two personal notes after the socials. These extra efforts paid off as several amazing women joined our Club. Prior to their Club initiation, these ladies were presented with a three-part training program, a key tool in aiding them get acquainted with Club projects, structure, policies and procedures.

In 2008, the Club took a unique approach to soliciting membership by hosting “Tyber Creek Happy Hour.” We wanted to both invite prospective members to a Charlotte pub while simultaneously solicit donations through a raffle. The advertising was done via Juniors’ employment/social networking and various media outlets. The event was very successful, reigning in two new members and $700 in donations.  (10 Juniors, 20 hours, $700.00.)
In an effort to continue retaining members this year, the membership chair worked closely with the chaplain and president to keep up with important events going on in members’ lives via our CARE program. Through CARE, we wrote notes, made phone calls or paid personal visits upon learning of our fellow members’ joys or sorrows. We supplemented paying special CARE attention by sharing the news in our POST newsletter. Members knew they could always count on Juniors in a time of need! (10 Juniors, 10 hours.)
Towards that same retention and “CARING” purpose, appreciation letters were written to members going above and beyond in their departments. Department chairs were also sent appreciation letters for their hard work in planning and reporting. For our annual fundraiser “Southern Christmas Show Preview Night,” those Juniors surpassing expectations with service and donation solicitations were awarded special attention and gratitude in person (at a Business meeting) and via Club communications. 

We continued to promote fun and recognition at our monthly Business meetings. Through our Member of the Month game, a special member was selected because of her outstanding Club participation the previous month. She received a gift and was recognized publicly at our Business meeting.
In addition to our efforts to retain members, we continued our traditional and popular socials throughout the year. These allowed us to know one another ever more. At many of these socials, our spouses/significant others joined us to cultivate other friendships. Together, we went bowling, made pizza, visited a museum, painted pottery and tasted international beers. Lastly, our newsletter listed member birthdays, so we recognized each other’s birthdays through cards and exchanging of best wishes.

FUNDRAISING

In November, our Club was one of two sponsors of the annual Charlotte Southern Christmas Show Preview Night, a colossal holiday crafts show. Since this is our primary fundraiser, Juniors solicited donors to support our projects and raised an outstanding $11,400.00 from corporate sponsors. We also continued our “Presidents’ Circle” and “Loyalty Circle” fundraising campaigns – aimed at involving past Junior presidents and past/current members in on-going Club endeavors. Through informational letters to former members and presidents, we solicited $25 and $50, respectively, and recognized their contributions at Business meetings and in the newsletter. These programs yielded a wonderful $630.00. 

The Club, lead by an innovative Preview Night Steering Committee, endeavored to take unprecedented steps to “producing” Preview Night, re-evaluating and enhancing previous fundraising and organizational methods for this major event. These included:

· simplified and standardized solicitation letters/packets

· restructured event and raffle ticket sale requirements

· targeted food vendor sponsorships/donations

· revitalized raffle program, quadrupling revenue over last year’s raffle

· implemented 1) a method to donate to our Club via the web, 2) Preview Night on-line information and access to fundraising materials and 3) creative Preview Night awards for Juniors exceeding expectations

· enhanced website promotions of corporate and food donors

In addition to work efforts on the above, Juniors:

· received $11,400 from corporate sponsorships

· secured food for over 1500 Preview Night attendees, worth over $6400.00

· solicited local and regional vendors for raffle prize donations, totaling almost $7000.00

· sold over $7300.00 in event tickets and almost $3200 in raffle tickets

· advertised event information throughout the Charlotte area (work, church, retail, business, media, etc.)

· set up and supplied a green room for guest performers, volunteers and Juniors

· donated cookies and drinks to supplement food supplies

· worked the coat check, will-call and raffle booths
· wrote countless ‘Thank You’ notes to individuals and companies who supported our fundraiser

This remarkable project, requiring over six months of tireless planning, generated funds that will support our Club’s projects for the upcoming 2009 year and raised the outstanding amount of $25,381.00. 35 Juniors volunteered over 600 hours and raised $25,381.00.

STANDING PROJECTS

SHOE CLOSET

For over 40 years, Club members have participated in Shoe Closet, a program for underprivileged children in elementary schools from the Charlotte Mecklenburg School (CMS) system. Last year, during 15 Shoe Closet trips, 30 Juniors helped 431 CMS kids get into new shoes and socks. 20 Juniors, 60 hours, $11,996.90.) 

DOVE’S NEST

Dove’s Nest is a 120-day program for women needing rehabilitation after suffering from drug/alcohol abuse. While visiting the Nest once a month, Juniors assembled arts and crafts projects with the program members, creating gingerbread houses, holding “spa days,” painting picture frames, making jewelry and macramé and designing holiday cards. 44 Juniors volunteered 110 hours and spent $700.00 on art supplies.

ST. PETER’S

St. Peter's Soup Kitchen, begun in 1979 as a way to feed the hungry in downtown Charlotte, provides more that 59,000 meals each year, serving 250-400 people seven days a week. When Juniors volunteered once a month, Soup Kitchen guests were treated to a copious glass of lemonade (when they normally obtain water from the water fountain.) Some lemonade and serving cups were donated by Juniors. 33 Juniors, 200 hours, $275.) 

DEPARTMENTS

In 2008, our six departments – Arts, Conservation, Education, Home Life, International Affairs and Public Affairs – completed projects with a variety of organizations. Our six departments planned and executed many worthwhile projects, both to service our community and to educate our Club members. Department members met twice to decide on programs, evaluate past programs and allocate budget funds. Each department also participated at the district and state levels. 

During 2008, the Club held a “Brainstorming Brunch.” Members felt there was a need to both review the list of organizations where we have had long-standing commitments and search out other groups with whom we could forge a new volunteer relationships. We also discussed a need to support activities/organizations in which Juniors themselves participate in their spare time, e.g., ALS, Humane Society, Make A Wish and GOTR. The brunch proved to all to be a very valuable exercise as new opportunities were discovered that can be part of our department planning going forward.  (20 Juniors, 45 hours)
ARTS

In January, the Arts Department hosted its annual Arts Festival. Contestants included middle and high school students and Clubwomen. The Arts Festival Committee contacted numerous schools in the Charlotte area, procuring, transporting and categorizing a myriad number of art pieces. Here are of the Festival’s success:
· 17 individuals participated; 5 people served as show judges

· 300 pieces of arts/crafts were submitted

· 2 Charlotte groups provided entertainment

· the Club spent $1300 on awards, supplies, judges gifts, food and advertising
· the Club secured $800 from advertising sales

An awards ceremony was held at the conclusion of the Festival to honor not only winners but all Festival participants. Winners at the district and state levels were later recognized at our May business meeting, as were three Juniors who attended the District Arts Festival in King’s Mountain, NC. 

In conjunction with the Arts Festival, interviews were held for the annual Sallie Southall Cotten Scholarship which is open to high school seniors planning to attend an accredited college/university in North Carolina. The winner, chosen from three applicants, received a $1500 scholarship. (The runner up received $750.) He went on to compete at the District III Arts Festival for additional scholarship funds and was later recognized for his award and achievement at our May Awards banquet/Business meeting (where he and his family were invited). We also presented him with a gift bag of supply items (donated by 20 Juniors) for the soon-to-be college freshman. It was a very special moment when he addressed and thanked our Club publicly. (20 Juniors, 50 hours, $2,250.00.)
Below were 2008 projects/activities chaired by the Arts department:

· A new project called “Name that Musical Genre” was held with local youths. Over 13 kids and 4 chaperones learned about musical genres through interactive play, listening to music and matching music with genres. 8 Juniors, 14 hours, $32.62.
· Members expressed their own artistic skills by visiting Our Paintin’ Place to make their own painted pottery. 6 Juniors, 12 hours, $0.00. Some Juniors enjoyed this event so much, they visited Our Paintin’ Place a second time with Juniorettes attending. Two Juniors plan to enter their items in the Arts Festival. 4 Juniors, 8 hours, $0.00.
· We hosted a Christmas Crafts & Caroling project at the Golden Living Center, a local nursing home. Along with residents, we created holiday cards while singing Christmas carols. We enlisted the help of Junioretts and Dove’s Nest residents to create additional holiday cards, to be distributed to residents. 7 Juniors, 13 hours, $52.00.

· Juniors purchased supplies and donated markers, construction paper, glue sticks, glitter and more for children of a local elementary school needing kindergarten supplies. A high percentage of these students are on free or reduced lunch and the teachers struggle to obtain supplies each year. 6 Juniors, 6 hours, $30.00. 

· Birthday Blessings, a new project for the Club, was the focus of a four-month long project to collect birthday-themed plates, napkins and other items for children’s birthday parties. It is a non-profit organization started in Charlotte that believes every child should be celebrated; they provide birthday parties for homeless children www.birthdayblessings.com. We collected cups, napkins and plates. 10 Juniors, 2 hours, $100.00.
· The Club made the following donations:

· The Public Library of Charlotte Mecklenburg County. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $250.00.
· Threads of Love provides clothing, blankets and handmade articles for tiny premature and sick infants. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $250.00.

· Theatre Charlotte - a local, community-based, non-professional theater. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $250.00.
· Juniors are very busy outside of the Club:

· they were encouraged to attend Charlotte festivals like Springfest, Cityfest Live and Taste Festival. 44 Juniors, 2 hours, $0.00.
· they took advantage of the area’s vibrant arts cultural scene: Seven saw a live performance, seven supported the arts organization, one was involved in the arts program at her child’s school, two had kids taking music lessons. 16 Juniors, 30 hours, $0.00.
· Seven supported the Arts and Sciences Council in Mecklenburg County, a non-profit providing culturally diverse art, science and history community events. 7 Juniors, 7 hours, $140.00.

· Nine attended local museums. 9 Juniors, 12 hours, $0.00; six sang in a choir, played an instrument, performed in the theater, painted or sculpted. 6 Juniors, 30 hours, $0.00.
CONSERVATION

We continued to address environmental problems and solutions through our Conservation department. Below were 2008 projects/activities chaired by the Conservation department:

· A $2,000 donation was made to the Blue Ridge Parkway to support this national and state treasure and the GFWC-NC project. It is the nation's first and longest rural parkway connecting Shenandoah National Park in Virginia with the Great Smoky Mountains National Park in North Carolina. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $2000.00.
· Winghaven Gardens and Bird Sanctuary is a 4-acre haven where emphasis is placed on attracting birds and providing cover, nesting sites and food. Juniors organized a freebie by collecting bird food suet and sunflower seeds. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $13.79.
· Members were told about this conservation “Tip of the Month:” according to Parent magazine, “everything you need to make eco-friendly cleaners is right in your pantry.” Limiting our daily use of harmful chemicals can help to conserve our natural environment. 1 Junior, 1 hour, $0.00.
· Juniors were very busy outside of the Club:

· One participated in a litter clean-up and four planted a tree. 5 Juniors, 6 hours, $0.00.
· Three participated in other community groups promoting beautification programs and six regularly picked up roadside trash. 9 Juniors, 9 hours, $0.00. 

· Six travelled along the Blue Ridge Parkway, two donated to the parkway, and one has a Blue Ridge Parkway license plate. 9 Juniors, 9 hours, $0.00.
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

We continued to participate in internationally oriented projects to help those in need. Below were 2008 projects/activities chaired by the International Affairs department:

· We learned that March 22 is World Water Day, a day that builds awareness of water’s critical importance to life and health. We were encouraged to visit www.worldwaterday.org for more information. 1 Junior, 2 hours, $0.00.

· We volunteered at the Latin American Festival by selling beer and distributing voter information. One non-Junior (former GFWC-NC President Barbara Volk) came with her Junior daughter. 7 Juniors, 17 hours, $0.00. 

· Members learned that the name Halloween is a Scottish contraction, derived from the proper name “All Hallow’s Eve.” It was named as such because Halloween falls on the night before the Catholic “All Hallows” day or “All Hallowed Souls” day. Halloween is also known as the Day of the Dead. Many countries celebrate Halloween, each in their own unique ways. 1 Junior, 2 hours, $0.00.
· Ten Juniors volunteered at Samaritan’s Purse annual Operation Christmas Child. This non-profit organization coordinates the shipment of over 2 million donated Christmas gifts to children all over the world. Juniors inspected the donated gifts and secured packaging before shipment. 10 Juniors, 32 hours, $0.00.
· Heifer International is a non-profit group with a mission to both work with communities to end hunger and poverty and care for the earth accomplished by providing livestock, training and other services to small-scale farmers and communities worldwide. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $360.00.

· The Club donated to International House, a local organization bringing Charlotte and the world together and promoting international understanding through diversity, advocating for people of diverse backgrounds and facilitating professional and cultural programs. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $125.00. 

· One member participated in an international relief agency campaign. 1 Junior, 1 Hour, $0.00.
EDUCATION

The Education department emphasizes programs in literacy and education for life and lifelong learning. Below were 2008 projects/activities chaired by the Education department:

Education in the Community

· Club members learned to make hand-tossed pizzas at Fuel Pizza in Charlotte. 3 Juniors, 3 hours, $0.00.
· The Mint Museum of Art was the setting for a Juniors social. We toured the museum and exhibits while learning about the museum’s history and local Charlotte artists. 3 Juniors, 6 hours, $0.00. 

· The Family Education Network’s website, www.familynetwork.com, was highlighted in our newsletter. It is a resource for children, families and educators; its mission is to be the world’s best online resource for education, personalized to help parents, teachers and students. 44 Juniors, 2 hours, $0.00.
· Juniors were encouraged to donate gently used prom gowns/accessories for Girl Talk, a non-profit organization whose mission is to empower girls to become the leaders of tomorrow by encouraging positive social skills, critical thinking, building character, self-esteem and promoting self-respect. 44 Juniors, 2 hours, $0.00.

· The Club made the following donations:

· Charlotte Fletcher School, a resource for students with learning disabilities. The school provides a solid education, restores self-esteem and offers hope to bright children who could not learn successfully in another setting 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $250.00.
· A Child’s Place, an organization that helps homeless students by supporting their education efforts through tutors, school supplies and in-/after-school programs. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $250.00.
· Classroom Central, a “free store” for teachers that helps teachers with supplies for the classroom. Juniors helped defray the costs through a donation. Teachers from 75 schools may obtain school supplies donated by area businesses and organizations such as ours. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $250.00.
· Juniors were very busy outside of the Club:

· Three took classes outside of their day-to-day jobs, including professional development, licensing and continuing education. 3 Juniors, 20 hours, $0.00.
· One assisted here local school with a College Summit, helping high schools students develop the skills necessary to apply for college applications. 1 Junior, 2 hours, $0.00.
· One attended public forums and teacher training on learning disabilities. 1 Junior, 1 hour, $0.00.
· Six visited an historical landmark or park. 6 Juniors, 6 hours, $0.00.
· Six participated in the Harris Teeter grocery store rewards program. 7 Junior, 7 hours, $0.00.
· One communicated to the Club that a local radio station was hosting a program on GOTR with special guest Molly Barker, GOTR Director. 1 Junior, 1 hour, $0.00.
· We are proud that our Club is active on a state and regional level:
· One member serves as the Junior Secretary, and she also serves on the By-Laws and Long Range planning committees. Another Junior serves as the District III Junior Director and yet another Junior is the District III Junior Membership Chair. Our former President serves as District III Chair for the Junior Director’s Special Project, Girls on the Run. Finally, a Charlotte Junior is the chair of the District III Public Policy committee. 4 Juniors, 50 hours, $0.00. 

Focus on Literacy

· The Club collected and donated over 150 books for our libraries. 10 Juniors, 2 hours, $0.00
· Collectively, members read over 30 adult books and several hundred children’s books. Five members regularly participated in a book Club. 11 Juniors, 0 Hours, $0.00.
· Six members heard a storyteller and eight read a book to a child not their own. 14 Juniors, 14 hours, $0.00.

· Two members attended book-signing events; three participated in a book exchange. 5 Members, 5 Hours, $0.00.

· Two members attended a library event; another saw an interview with Khaled Hosseini. 3 Juniors, 3 Hours, $0.00. 

· One Junior assisted a person with “English as a Second Language;” one Junior is a PTA member. 2 Juniors, 2 Hours, $0.00.

HOME LIFE

In the Home Life department, we promote and support many health-related and family-focused organizations. Below were 2008 projects/activities chaired by the Home Life department:

Focus on Financial Issues

· The Club was fortunate to have April Oliver, a local financial planner with Ameriprise Financial Services, speak to the Club about achieving your dreams through financial planning. 25 Juniors, 2 hours, $0.00.
· Three members sent for a statement from the Social Security Administration. 3 Juniors, 3 hours, $0.00.
· Four members attended a financial planning seminars and consulted with a planner. 4 Juniors, 4 hours, $0.00.
· Eight members checked their credit reports; two signed up for an identity theft service. 10 Juniors, 10 hours, $0.00. 

Focus on Health

· One member created and proposed a resolution to GFWC-NC titled “Postpartum Mood Disorders Awareness” with the support of our Club and the Charlotte Woman’s Club. 1 Junior, 1 Hour, $0.00. Nine members contacted the US Senate, Congress and President Bush to request that MOTHERS Act be passed, allowing funding for screening, education and awareness of postpartum mood disorders. 10 Juniors, 5 hours, $0.00.

· Inspired by the story of Lynn Ivey who formed an adult day care center in Charlotte after her mother passed away from the disease, a donation of $2000 was made to honor Lynn and her efforts. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $2000.00.
· Canine Companions for Independence is a national non-profit organization that enhances the lives of children and adults with disabilities by providing highly trainer assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure healthy living for those with disabilities. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $190.00.
· Juniors were very active outside of the Club:

· Eight were dedicated to exercise and fitness. Some members completed marathons, half-marathons, sprint distance triathlons; one completed a half-Ironman triathlon. 6 Juniors, 6 hours, $0.00. 
· Three volunteered and supported the March of Dimes; six supported the Susan G. Komen Foundation; three supported the MS Society; four supported the ALS Society; five worked with the Humane Society; one was active with the Special Olympics; and two were involved with the America Heart Association. 28 Juniors, 28 hours, $0.00. Three purchased breast cancer awareness stamps; five visited breast cancer awareness websites. 8 Juniors, 8 hours, $0.00.
· One works with a group providing substance abuse prevention programs. 1 Junior, 1 hours, $0.00.
· One had a mammogram while eleven had PAP smears and ten performed regular breast examinations. 22 Juniors, 0 hours, $0.00. One quit smoking. 1 Junior, 10 hours, $0.00.
· Three practiced fire escape routes in their home and ten had smoke detectors in their homes. Eight had carbon monoxide detectors. 21 Juniors, 21 hours, $0.00.
· Members were encouraged to wear sunscreen every day. 14 Juniors, 1 hours, $0.00.
Helping Hands in the Community Program

· Through the Club’s relationship with St. Peter’s Soup Kitchen, we learned of a homeless man named Roger that recently found a job. Roger was especially helpful to Juniors when they volunteered. We heard his sole form of transportation, his bike, was stolen, impacting his ability to get to his new job. Upon hearing of his dilemma, we collected $280 to purchase a new bike and other items he needed. 17 Juniors, 20 hours, $280.00.
· We were encouraged to visit www.VolunteerMatch.org which allows visitors to search for volunteer opportunities. 44 Juniors, 2 hours, $0.00.

· With Valentine’s Day approaching, Club members were encouraged to let the special people in their lives know what they mean to them. 44 Juniors, 2 hours, $0.00.
· Juniors prepared meals for The Relatives, a nine-bed co-ed emergency shelter for children ages 7-17. Juniors prepared them 3 entrée meals at Switchin’ Kitchen, a local meal preparation business. 4 Juniors, 4 hours, $75.00.
· The Club once again sponsored the holiday reception for Kindermourn, a very special organization whose mission is to provide support groups, counseling services and community outreach programs for not only families experiencing the death of a child but also for children grieving the death of a family member or friend. 12 Juniors, 22 hours, $265.00.
· Club members met to cheer on Girls on the Run participants and Juniorettes in the Jingle Bell Jog, a 5K run to culminating the GOTR experience for the multi-week long program for the team. 6 Juniors, 2 hours, $0.00.
· The Club made the following donations:

· Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership Scholarship which allows two high school students to attend a Youth Leadership Conference. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $190.00.
· Friendship Trays – a meals-on-wheels program, serving over 750 meals daily. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $180.00.
· Juniors were very active outside of the Club:

· Four supported victim assistance programs; one member participated in a program on child/spousal abuse. 5 Juniors,50 hours, $0.00.
· Three participated in programs about child safety seats. 3 Juniors, 3 hours, $0.00.
· Three donated canned food and four donated school supplies. 7 Juniors, 7 hours, $0.00.
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Through the Public Affairs department, we continued to promote programs of citizenship and safety. Below were 2008 projects/activities chaired by the Public Affairs department:

· Juniors organized “Bingo Night” at the Golden Living Center. We played bingo with the residents and awarded prizes. 5 Juniors, 10 hours, $25.00.

· The Club was encouraged to vote in the November elections. 44 Juniors, 2 hours, $0.00.
· We remembered and reflected on the tragedy of September 11, 2001, thanked public servants who responded that day. Our newsletter asked members to thank a local firefighter or police officer for their commitment to the community.  44 Juniors, 2 hours, $0.00.
· Members were asked to donate items Urban Ministries, an organization that helps homeless families get back on their feet. 5 Juniors, 5 hours, $230.00.

· We were encouraged to attend community events to help support The Fletcher School and The Dove Real Beauty Workshops for Girls – workshops that are fun, educational and interactive sessions for young and teenage girls. 7 Juniors, 14 hours, $0.00.
· GOTR is a non-profit prevention and self-esteem program that encourages pre-teen girls to develop self-respect and healthy lifestyles through running. It is also the state’s Special Project. 1 Junior, 1 hour, $250.00.
· Juniors are very busy outside of the Club:

· One is on the Board of the Humane Society; another is a board volunteer with the Girl Scouts, Hornet’s Nest Council. 2 Juniors, 2 hours, $0.00.

· Ten regularly use the public library. 10 Juniors, 10 hours, $0.00.
· Five belong to a religious organization 5 Juniors, 5 hours, $0.00.
· Three encouraged voter awareness; 10 voted in the elections. 13 Juniors, 13 hours, $0.00.
· Four wrote to her congress representative; one supported historic preservations. 5 Juniors, 5 hours. $0.
· Three regularly flew the American flag. 3 Juniors, 3 hours, $0.00.
FEDERATION AND STATE

Feeling strongly about the GFWC Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte’s role in Federation, our Club financially helped those members who attended meetings and held chairmanships and offices. We are proud to be involved as leaders and participants on all Federation levels:

· Two Juniors served on the State level: one member served as Junior Secretary in addition to positions on the Bylaws Committee, the GFWC-NC Long Range Planning Committee and as the Junior Rules Committee Chair. One member served on the Nominating Committee for Junior Officers and sat on the panel of the LEADS Seminar to train new attendees.  (5 Juniors, 25 Hours, $0.00)
· Four members served on the District level as Junior Director, Junior Membership Chair, GFWC-NC President and Junior Director’s Special Project Chair (Girls on the Run) and Public Policy/Legislative Chair. Our Club was thrilled that for the second year in a row, a member was chosen as the District’s LEADS representative to attend GFWC-NC State Convention. (5 Juniors, 40 Hours, $0.00)
Our Club found value in attending various GFWC conventions and meetings throughout the year. Two members attended the GFWC 117th Annual International Convention in Chicago, Illinois. They participated in tours/workshops and enjoyed the amazing experience of a GFWC convention. One of the two Juniors was invited as a guest speaker at two events: 1) the LEADS Graduates Breakfast and 2) the Junior/General banquet. She spoke to over 400 Clubwomen of her yearlong, GFWC-sponsored Passion Project. Seven members attended the GFWC–NC State Convention in our home city of Charlotte; two of them served as pages. One Junior even held the honor of being the personal page to GFWC-NC President-elect Beverly Lassiter! Members attended the State Arts Festival in Hickory and participated in Incoming Leaders training. Five members attended the Summer Regional meetings in Burlington and Hickory. Ten Juniors attended the District III Fall meeting which the JWCC co-hosted with the Charlotte Woman’s Club here in Charlotte.  (24 Juniors. 100 Hours, $750.00)
Our 2008 Club year is expressed in this film of our cinematographic work; the GFWC Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte is very proud of the tremendous impact we made on the lives of both our members and the Charlotte community. We are very grateful for the opportunity to have directed and produced such a fantastic 2008 film!
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