Bryant Citizenship Award

GFWC Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte Nominee
Amy Penwell

Winston Churchill said, “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”  There is no doubt that Amy Penwell has not only enriched her own life, but that of many others through her involvement with many non-profit organizations.  She has dedicated her time and talent to the children, homeless, and those facing life-threatening diseases through multiple organizations in the Charlotte area and beyond.
After graduating from Penn State and moving to Pittsburgh to begin her first “real” job, Amy’s passion for volunteering as a child and young adult, prompted her to search for an organization to become involved with.  Amy became a Wish-granter in 1999 for the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  She truly loved working with the children and helping to provide them with wonderful memories in such difficult times.  
After serving as a Wish-granter, it didn’t take long for Amy to realize that not only did she want to volunteer during her personal time, but that she wanted to make a career out of working for nonprofit organizations.  Amy was eventually hired to work for the chapter and served as both a Program Services Assistant and Outreach Coordinator.  During her job with Make-a-Wish, Amy returned to school and acquired her Masters degree in Public Administration, Nonprofit Management.  Although, she no longer works for Make-A-Wish, she continues to volunteer in the Charlotte community as a Wish-granter.  Amy also volunteers her time with the Wish Kids program which helps students raise money for the Foundation.  
Amy is constantly reminded to keep her life in perspective when she thinks about how much these children served through Make-A-Wish have been through.  She learns something from each and every child she interacts with through her volunteerism.

After relocating from Pittsburgh to Charlotte, Amy found a job through the United Way to work at the Uptown Shelter as a Volunteer Coordinator in 2004.  Amy was constantly reminded of how fortunate she has been in her own life when she heard the stories of the difficult circumstances the homeless men have experienced.  She quickly realized that the simplest touch such as saying hello or giving a smile could mean so much to these men.  .  Amy has done everything from drive the men to medical appointments and detox to now coordinating their monthly birthday celebrations.
Amy no longer works for the Uptown Shelter, but she continues to regularly volunteer there.  She is an advocate for these homeless men and works to change the perception many people have of them.  Amy will quickly tell you how these men want to change their lives and when at the shelter are actively seeking out jobs, engaging in art and computer classes, and following strict rules such as a 9 PM curfew.

In 2004 and 2005, Amy volunteered as a coach with the Girls on the Run organization.  In January 2007, she was hired as Program Coordinator, became the Operations Manager for Girls on the Run International, and soon will be promoted to the role of Directors of Council Management for Girls on the Run International.  Girls on the Run provides a unique curriculum that assists young girls with discovering who they are, emotionally, mentally, and physically.  The program celebrates the girls and who they are.  
Amy enjoys the creative, open environment that fosters personal and professional growth. She is constantly energized by the other women who work for the organization.  Amy says she has found her “home” in working for GOTR.

While spending her time working both at GOTR and continuing to volunteer with Make-A-Wish and at the Uptown Shelter, it is hard to imagine Amy would have any more available time.  However, Amy has dedicated the time to train and participate in three endurance events to support the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  She has raised over $10, 000 through the Team in Training.  Amy successfully completed a triathlon in 2005, a marathon in 2006, and a 100 mile bike ride in 2007.
Amy was always very active and played sports but never considered herself a natural runner.  It was the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s great cause that motivated her to run her first marathon.  The LLS touches not only those with the disease but many family and friends as well. 

Amy Penwell demonstrates a true passion for enhancing the lives of others.  She is truly dedicated to making a difference in the community of Charlotte.  We are pleased to nominate her for the Bryant Citizenship Award.
