GFWC Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte 

Advocates for Children

Our club is proud to continue work as advocates for children through hands-on projects, monetary donations and community awareness and education and we are pleased to report on the following for 2008.

· Our club made a donation to Girls on the Run in the amount of $250.00.  Girls on the Run is a non-profit prevention and self-esteem program that encourages pre-teen girls to develop self-respect and healthy lifestyles through running.  (2 Members, 2 Hours, $250.00).

· Our Home Life Department prepared meals for The Relatives, a 9-bed co-ed emergency shelter for children ages 7-17.  It is the only shelter in the county for homeless and runaway children.  The Club met at a local meal preparation business, and the members prepared a breakfast entrée and two dinner entrees for the organization.  It was an excellent project since the quality of the food is very high, a convenient location for all members, and the cost could not be matched in a grocery store.  (4 Members, 4 Hours, $75.00).

· Our club made a donation in the amount of $190.00 to the Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership Scholarship (HOBY) to allow two high school students to attend a Youth Leadership Conference.  The mission of HOBY is to seek out, recognize and develop the leadership potential of high school sophomores.  (2 Members, 2 Hours, $190.00).

· Four members have supported victim assistance programs in the greater Charlotte region and 1 member participated in a program on child or spousal abuse. (5 Members, 0 Hours, $0.00.)
· For over 40 years, our club’s own charity, Shoe Closet has provided sneakers and socks for children in the Charlotte Mecklenburg school system that are in need of these items.  Working with a local shoe store, Juniors work with the schools that have identified children in need.  Members meet groups of students ranging in size from 20-40 students and help each child pick out a new pair of shoes.  Through our fundraising activities, the Club pays for all the shoes after a discount provided by the shoe store.  This year, close to $12,000.00 was spent on new shoes and socks, and 431 children were helped.  (25 Members, 50 Hours, $11,996.00).

· In February, our club hosted the annual Sallie Southall Cotten Scholarship interviews.  Our local scholarship is open to high school Seniors who plan to attend an accredited North Carolina college or university.  The winner, chosen from numerous applicants, received a $1,500.00 scholarship and the runner-up received a $750.00 scholarship.  (5 Members, 50 Hours, $2,250.00).

· Our club made a monetary donation of $250.00 to the Fletcher School located in Charlotte, North Carolina.  The Fletcher School is a life-changing resource for students with learning disabilities and their families.  They provide a solid education, restore self-esteem and offer hope to bright children who could not learn successfully in another setting (2 Members, 2 Hours, $250.00).

· Our Club made a monetary donation of $250.00 to A Child’s Place.  This organization helps students who are homeless by supporting their education efforts through tutors, school supplies and in-school and after-school programs.  (2 Members, 2 Hours, $250.00).

· Our Club collected toiletries and school supplies for our Sallie Southall Cotten Scholarship winner to take to college.  These items were donated by club members and presented to our winner in a monogrammed laundry bag at the April business meeting.  (20 Members, 20 Hours, $250.00).  

· Classroom Central is a “free store” for teachers located in Charlotte that helps teachers with supplies for the classroom.  Juniors helped defray the costs through a $250.00 donation.  Teachers from 75 schools may choose from school supplies donated by area businesses.  (2 Members, 2 Hours, $45.00).

· Juniors donated gently used and work prom gowns and accessories for Girl Talk, a non-profit organization whose mission is to empower girls to become the leaders of tomorrow by encouraging positive social skills, critical thinking, building character, self-esteem and promoting self-respect.  (44 Members, 2 Hours, $0.00).

· The Family Education Network’s website, www.familynetwork.com, was highlighted in the May issue of the club newsletter, The POST.  The Network is a great resource for children, families and educators, and the mission is to be the world’s best online resource for education, personalized to help parents, teachers and students.  (44 Members, 2 Hours, $0.00).

· One Junior has been involved with public forums and teacher training on learning disabilities.  (1 Member, 1 Hour, $0.00).

· Birthday Blessings, a new project for our club, was the focus of a four month long project to collect birthday-themed plates, napkins, and other items for children’s birthday parties.  Birthday Blessings is a non-profit organization started in Charlotte that believes that every child should be celebrated, regardless of circumstances, and provides birthday parties for homeless children (www.birthdayblessings.com).  Many packages of cups, napkins and plates were collected, helping many children in the Charlotte area to celebrate a birthday.  (10 Members, 2 Hours, $100.00).

· The club made a monetary of donation of $250.00 to support the Public Library of Charlotte Mecklenburg County.  The roots of the Public Library of Charlotte Mecklenburg County can be traced to 1891. In the last years of the 20th century, the library system grew to over 20 locations (including five regional libraries offering expanded services) serving people in neighborhoods and towns across the county. From a grand total of 2,526 books when the Carnegie library opened in 1903, today's library system contains over 1.5 million adult and children's classics, favorite paperbacks, modern best sellers, videos, CDs and DVDs, with over 500 employees county-wide helping to make information available to virtually anyone who wants it. As the county and region grows, the Library reaches out in traditional and new ways.  (2 Members, 2 Hours, $250.00).
