2008-2010 GFWC-NC HOME LIFE DEPARTMENT: 

HELPING HANDS IN THE COMMUNITY
Mail to:
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Club Name _GFWC Junior Woman’s Club of Charlotte_        _ Circle Junior or general club

Address/City     13717 Copper Leaf Lane, Charlotte, NC  28277       District ____3___  

Club President Robin McLaurin Phone 704-540-5122    Email: robinmclaurin@carolina.rr.com  
No. Programs/Projects:  13    No. Members Participating:  203  Volunteer Hours:  _159     Dollars: $ 1,315              
List projects and/or programs held in this program area.  Include any facts (INCLUDE A SHORT SENTENCE THAT TELLS THE STORY AND ANSWERS THE QUESTIONS: WHO? WHAT? WHEN? WHY? HOW?) which you consider vital to the reader’s understanding of your project.  Include statistics for each project and/or programs area (they should add up).  Consider including information about the impact of your project upon the community and list other community groups involved.  Begin your report below.  Keep one copy of this report for your club’s files.

For  the following projects, check yes or no for participation for the specific event or if you held a project under that heading, if yes, complete number of members participating and number of volunteer hours on the line and write more detail below (if time permits and for better judging for awards)

Project
                                  Yes/No
   #  Mmbrs
     # Hrs

          $

   Comments

GOTR


        Yes


3

3
· One of the Club’s long-standing, favorite projects, serving drinks at St. Peter’s Soup Kitchen, occurred throughout the year.  St. Peter’s Soup Kitchen was founded in 1979 as a way to feed the hungry in uptown Charlotte.  In 1994, it joined with other non-profits to form the Urban Ministry Center, an ecumenical organization which addresses the needs of the homeless and anyone in crisis.  It provides more than 59,000 meals each year, serving an average of 250-400 people seven days a week.
The Charlotte Juniors serve lemonade once a month to the neighbors of the Center.  This is a very special opportunity for the Club because we are serving those who usually have nothing to drink with their meal because the cost of cups is too much for the Center.  Over 60 Club members have participated over the course of the year and the same number have donated lemonade and cups at the monthly meeting.  We estimate that we have impacted over 3000 homeless people in the area over the course of the year.  (60 Members, 120 Hours, $400.00).

· Through the Club’s long-standing relationship with St. Peter’s Soup Kitchen, we learned of a homeless man named Roger that recently found a job.  Roger is especially helpful to Juniors, since he actually volunteers at the center by filling the large vats for drinks with ice and water.  Unfortunately, Roger’s sole form of transportation, his bike, was stolen, possibly impacting his ability to get to his new job.  A new replacement would cost about $60.  The Club, upon hearing of Roger’s dilemma, quickly collected $280 to purchase a new bike and for other items Roger might need for his new job.  The Club felt very fortunate to help Roger in starting his new life.  (17 Juniors, 2 Hours, $280.00).

· The Club once again sponsored the holiday reception for Kindermourn in December.  Kindermourn is a very special organization whose mission is to provide a program of professionally guided support groups, counseling services, and community outreach programs for families experiencing the death of a child and children grieving the death of a family member or friend.  Members donated appetizers, cookies, and cakes and served refreshments for over 100 people that attended the service.  The club treasures this long-standing relationship with this very special organization.  (10 members, 20 Hours, $75.00).  In addition to this event, the Club also made a monetary donation to the organization in the amount of $190.00 (2 Members, 2 Hours, $190.00).
· On a chilly day in December, Club members met in uptown Charlotte to cheer on Girls on the Run participants and Juniorettes in the Jingle Bell Jog.  The 5K run was the culmination of the GOTR experience for the multi-week long program for the team.  (3 Members, 3 Hours, $0.00).

· In March, Charlotte Juniors prepared meals for The Relatives, a 9-bed co-ed emergency shelter for children ages 7-17.  It is the only shelter in the county for homeless and runaway children.  The Club met at Switchin’ Kitchens, a local meal preparation business, and the team prepared a breakfast entrée and two dinner entrees for the organization.  It was an excellent project since the quality of the food is very high, a convenient location for all members, and the cost could not be matched in a grocery store.  (4 Members, 4 Hours, $75.00).

· Our club donated $190.00 to the Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership Scholarship (HOBY) to allow two high school students to attend a Youth Leadership Conference.  The mission of HOBY is to seek out, recognize and develop the leadership potential of high school sophomores.  (2 Members, 2 Hours, $190.00).

· Friendship Trays was the recipient of a $180.00 monetary donation from the Club.  Friendship Trays is the meals-on-wheels in Charlotte, serving over 750 meals daily and requiring over 100 volunteers a day to assist with food preparation and meal delivery.  (2 Members, 2 Hours, $180.00).

· In the January of the Club newsletter the POST, members were encouraged to make their New Year’s Resolution to pick an organization in addition to Juniors with which to do a volunteer project.  Members were encouraged to visit the website www.VolunteerMatch.org which allows visitors to enter his or her zip code to search for volunteer opportunities in their area.  (44 Members, 2 Hours, $0.00).
· With Valentine’s Day approaching, Club members were encouraged to let the special people in their lives know what they mean to them in the February issue of the Club newsletter, the POST.  (44 Members, 2 Hours, $0.00).

· Four members have supported victim assistance programs in the greater Charlotte region and 1 member participated in a program on child or spousal abuse. (4 Members, 0 Hours, $0.00) and (1 Member, 0 Hours, $0.00).
· Three members participated in programs about child safety seats to learn the proper way to install and fit a child safety seat. (3 Members, 0 Hours, $0.00).

· Three members donated canned food and four donated school supplied.  (3 members, 0 Hours, $0.00) and (4 Members, 0 Hours, $0.00).
