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                  Comments

· For over 40 years, the Club has staffed and sponsored the Shoe Closet program.   Shoe Closet provides sneakers and socks for children in the Charlotte Mecklenburg school system that are in need of these items.  Working with a local shoe store, Juniors work with the schools that have identified children in need.  Members meet groups of students ranging in size from 20-40 students and help each child pick out a new pair of shoes.  Through its fundraising activities, the Club pays for all the shoes after a discount provided by the shoe store.  This year, close to $12,000 was spent on new shoes and socks, and 431 children were helped.  (25 Members, 50 Hours, $11,996.00).
· In June, the Club held its first ever “Brainstorming Brunch” to discuss projects for the upcoming year.  Around 20 Juniors attended the event, which combined learning about local organization we could serve and some friendship and fellowship.  Juniors shared their passions about various organizations and discussed other non-profits they would like to assist.  From this event came the work with Birthday Blessings, which provides a birthday party for kids who might not otherwise have one.  Most importantly, Juniors learned about new organizations and educated themselves about the needs in Charlotte.  (20 Members, 50 Hours, $0.00).
· On February 2nd, our Club hosted the Sallie Southall Cotton Scholarship interviews.  Our local scholarship is open to high school Seniors who plan to attend an accredited North Carolina college or university.  The winner, chosen from numerous applicants, received a $1,500 scholarship and the runner-up received a $750 scholarship.  (5 Members, 50 Hours, $2,250.00).
· The Club made a monetary donation of $250 to the Fletcher School located in Charlotte, North Carolina.  The Fletcher School is a life-changing resource for students with learning disabilities and their families.  They provide a solid education, restore self-esteem and offer hope to bright children who could not learn successfully in another setting (2 Members, 2 Hours, $250.00).

· Our Club made a monetary donation of $250.00 to A Child’s Place.  This organization helps students who are homeless by supporting their education efforts through tutors, school supplies and in-school and after-school programs.  (2 Members, 2 Hours, $250.00).

· Our Club collected toiletry and school supplies for our Sallie Southall Cotton Scholarship winner to take to college.  These items were donated by club members and presented to our winner in a monogrammed laundry bag at the April business meeting.  (20 Members, 20 Hours, $250.00).  

· Classroom Central is a “free store” for teachers located In Charlotte that helps teachers with supplies for the classroom.  Juniors helped defray the costs through a $250.00 donation.  Teachers from 75 schools may from school supplies donated by area businesses.  (2 Members, 2 Hours, $0.00).

· Club members had some fun learning how to make hand-tossed pizzas at Fuel Pizza in Charlotte on February.  Each member learned how to toss pizza and got to make her own pizza as part of the event.  Juniors were able to learn a new skill and socialize, and a guest came along who had the chance to learn more about the Club.  (3 Members, 3 Hours, $0.00).

· The Mint Museum of Art was the setting for the Juniors social in March.  Juniors toured the museum and the special exhibit by Jiha Moon, a Chinese artist and nationally acclaimed (and Charlotte native) artist Romare Bearden, while learning about the history of the museum and local Charlotte artists.  (3 Members, 6 hours, $0.00).  

· Juniors were encouraged to donate gently used and work prom gowns and accessories for Girl Talk, a non-profit organization whose mission is to empower girls to become the leaders of tomorrow by encouraging positive social skills, critical thinking, building character, self-esteem and promoting self-respect.  (44 Members, 2 Hours, $0.00).

· The Family Education Network’s website, www.familynetwork.com, was highlighted in the May issue of the club newsletter.  The Network is a great resource for children, families and educators, and the mission is to be the world’s best online resource for education, personalized to help parents, teachers and students.  (44 Members, 2 Hours, $0.00).
· Juniors are very busy outside of the Club.  Three Juniors take classes outside of their day-to-day jobs, including professional development, licensing and continuing education classes in their chosen field and strategic development and planning, public relations and public speaking classes.  (3 Members, 15 Hours, $0.00).
· One Junior volunteers on her own outside of the Club at a local school.  She assisted with a College Summit, helping high schools students develop the skills necessary to apply for college applications and assisted with the applications.  (1 Member, 2 Hours, $0.00).

· One Junior has been involved with public forums and teacher training on learning disabilities.  (1 Member, 2 Hours, $0.00).

· Five Juniors have visited an historical landmark or park, such as a military battlefield or history museum.  (5 Members, 5 Hours, $0.00).

· Six Juniors participate in the Harris Teeter grocery store rewards program that sends money to designated schools and one Junior participates in the General Mills’ box tops for education and Campbell Soup labels collection (1 Member,3 Hours, $0.00).
· We are proud that our Club is active on a state and regional level.  One member serves as the Junior Secretary, and she also serves on the By-Laws and Long Range planning committees.  Another member serves as the District 3 Junior Director and yet another member is the District 3 Junior Membership Chair.  Our former President serves as District 3 Chair for the Junior Director’s Special Project, Girls on the Run.  Finally, a Charlotte Junior is the chair of the District 3 Public Policy committee.  (5 Members, 50 Hours, $0.00).  
